
Defiling the Temple
1 Corinthians 3

1Co 3:16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

1Co 3:17  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

According to the traditional way that this scripture is interpreted, our body becomes defiled when we become engaged in  practices that causes the body to become physically weak, such as smoking or drinking,  doing drugs, or even over eating.  This scripture is not talking about weakening the body by what we eat or drink!   It is talking about the way we think!

We are the dwelling place or temple of God in which He has deposited His very nature in the form of the Holy Spirit.  According to Strong’s Concordance, the word  defile means to shrivel or spoil by any process.  It means to corrupt a thing or to separate the parts of a body.

If we read these scripture in context with the scriptures that precede it, we can see that it is talking about weakening the foundation that Jesus has laid in His righteousness with carnal thinking.  1 Corinthians 3:1-2 tells us that our carnal thinking has caused us to be fed milk instead of meat.  Hebrews 5:13-14 clarifies that by saying that those who are unskillful in righteousness are unable to eat meat. 

What is being skillful in righteousness mean?  It means to be skillful in your knowledge of what God has given to you.  Matthew 6:33  It means to focus on what God has done for you rather than on what you have to do for God.

Romans 10:2-3

2Ti 3:5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power (contradicting or refusing to allow of God’s miraculous power  and ability to be our focus or confidence that rules our life) thereof: from such turn away. 

1 Corinthians 3:17 says that the temple of God is holy (blameless, innocent, perfect) and that is who we are.   

1 Corinthians 3:21 Acts 13:10 says that we have an enemy of righteousness that perverts the ways of the Lord.  The righteousness of God becomes perverted or corrupted when we begin to separate who we are from who God is.  Unrighteousness then becomes the focus as we base our sense of who we are on our lacks, our circumstances, and even our strengths which emphasize who we are apart from whom the God within us is.  It is here that the temple of God within us begins to become weakened or shriveled as it separates itself from the life giving force within.  It becomes weak because the focus is on man rather than on God. When you begin to see yourselves as mighty in His strength, as an over comer because of His provision the temple of God within you will rise up in strength and you will be able to stand in strength according to His image.

Psa 62:5  My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. 

Expectation- a cord (as an attachment (compare H6961)); figuratively expectancy: - expectation ([-ted]), hope, live, thing that I long for.

Attach yourself to His image, to His righteousness, to His faith and you will become a temple of God that rises up in power from within.

Message Bible
 62:5  God, the one and only-- I'll wait as long as he says. Everything I hope for comes from him, so why not? 

Psa 62:6  He's solid rock under my feet, breathing room for my soul, An impregnable castle: I'm set for life. 

Psa 62:7-8  My help and glory are in God --granite-strength and safe-harbor-God-- 

Psa 62:8  So trust him absolutely, people; lay your lives on the line for him. God is a safe place to be.

Going back to 1 Corinthians 3:17 If any man defile the temple, him will God destroy….

Destroy comes from the same word as defile which means to weaken or shrivel or bring to nothing.  Why does it say God will destroy us?

According to Matthew 15:13  Jesus says that everything that is not planted by God will be rooted up.  When we base our value on our performance rather than God’s provision weakness sets in like a cancer which begins to multiply to the point that it causes death to the host.   The cancer must be rooted out or it will become rooted within and will cause death to the host.  God wants to preserve the temple and rooting it out is an act of mercy.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 For no other foundation can man lay than that which is laid which is Jesus Christ.  If any man build upon this foundation his work shall be made manifest-and tried by fire.  If the man's work is burned up-he shall suffer loss-but he will be saved by fire-It is not about my works that saves me-I can work within what he has provided and build on that foundation-but when it comes down to it-I am saved by His works.

1 Corinthians 15:43-47 Our body was sown in weakness and raised in the power of His resurrection.

2Co 4:7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 


