
The Narrow Way
Mat 7:13-27  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

Mat 7:14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

We have traditionally interpreted this verse to mean that many will miss salvation or go the broad way.  Few will find salvation because that is the narrow way.


Definition:

Straight 4728 from the base of G2476; narrow (from obstacles standing close about), abide, establish, hold up


Destruction 684 ruin or loss; mar, perish

(Mar- To injure; to deform; to disfigure, to diminish, to impair the strength or purity of, to injure by cutting off a part, or by wounding and making defective)

Matthew 7:15-20 False prophets will come your way but you will know them by their fruits.  Do men gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles?


Definition:


False prophets 5578 religious imposter

Anytime there is talk of thorns and thistles it is referring back to Adam and the works of his hands prompted by listening to a voice other than God’s.  It comes when we partake of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil rather than the tree of life. Genesis 3:17-18

Matthew 7:22-23 many will claim to have done good works but God said “Depart from me you workers of iniquity.”


Definition Strong’s Concordeance


Iniquity 458 unrighteousness

Matthew 7:24-26 He who hears my sayings and does them is like a man who built his house on a rock.

Is your life built upon God’s sayings according to His righteousnteess, or is your life built upon man’s tradition according to religion that says you must provide your own righteousness?  The man who finds life (zoe life) has found the narrow way, but the man who lives his Christian life according to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil has found the broad way that leads to ruin and loss because it is based on works.

These two verses are connected to the verses that follow which are talking about the belief system that we are tapped into.

2Co 11:13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 

2Co 11:14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

2Co 11:15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

Under the perversion that comes from Satan, we have ministers that believe that they are ministers of righteousness.  But they are ministering righteousness according to man’s works rather than according to the righteousness that has been established for us by the work of the cross.

Isaiah 29:20-21  For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off: 

Isa 29:21  That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought. 


Definitions from Strong’s Concordance


Watch 8245:  Alert, on the lookout

Iniquity205:   (hence to exert oneself, usually in vain;  also trouble, vanity, wickedness;  evil, false,  iniquity,  unrighteous, .


Reproveth to be right, justified, correct


Turn aside 5186:  To bend away, let down, pervert


Just 6662:  Righteous man, just

Naught 8414: desolate, worthless, vain, empty, without value

We have accepted a gospel that is centered around watching for iniquity.  That is the central focus-sin.  That becomes a snare.  It gets our eyes off of Jesus and on to ourselves and it will come to naught.  We make man an offender based on his actions.  We are just because Jesus made us just.  Jesus is the gate of our righteousness.

John 10:7 Jesus says he is the gate for the sheep.  You can’t get in any other way.

Satan comes in as an angel of light and gets men to focus on establishing their own righteousness.  It leads to total destruction. Christians don’t feel good about who they are.  It is because the real thing that is designed to make them feel good about who they are has been twisted into something that can only bring them to a sense of no value.  Righteousness by works is empty, vain.  It is iniquity.

1Co 2:5  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

1Co 2:6  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 

1Co 2:7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:


Perfect having a complete revelation of God’s will and ways

God’s wisdom-has been hidden in the Mystery.  It is ordained for our glory-and our glory is to walk in His glory.

The wisdom of this world  that is inspired by the princes that come to naught twists God’s ways that establishes us in His righteousness

 Matthew 7:13-14 entrance-gate to life is narrow.  Gate that leads to destruction-ruin, loss, failure wide

Is your sense of righteousness based on the work of the cross, or is your sense of righteousness based on your performance?  God looks at you through the eyes of Jesus.  He will never change His opinion of you.  He is not disappointed in you because His expectation has always been based on Jesus, never you.  I am not saying that we do not do good things.  God wants us to do works.  But, the question is, Are you doing things to get God to approve of you?  If you are, you will never be able to do enough.    

The “narrow way” is accessed by putting your confidence in the fact that your righteousness has been established by Jesus.  The “broad way” is accessed by trying to establish your own righteousness.

Salvation means prosperity, liberty, freedom, healing, well being in every area of life.  Many Christians say that they are saved, but are not experiencing any of these things.  Is it because their relationship with God is based on the wide gate of self righteousness?

John 10:7 Jesus is the gate

Many people have a zeal for God.  They want to be close to God.  But they are ignorant of God’s righteousness.

Rom 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 

Rom 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 


