
The Vine and its Branches

Abiding in the Vine

The scripture in Ephesians 1:4 says that “we were in Him before the foundations of the world.”  I will ask you to imagine that scripture in live because now we are here in this physical world in 2009, “alive in Him.”  I want to set that stage with that vision.  God wants us to see ourselves in that manner.  God created us.  He knows everything about us and He wants us to know Him in that same manner.  

Let us see ourselves first of all in Him, one with Him before anything was created. Now let us see ourselves today in that same manner as we go to John 15:7-8


John 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

John 15:8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

Jesus is our example of everything that we are to do.  Jesus was a perfect branch in His father.  Jesus rested in the vine.  The vine provided strength and direction. Everything that the branches need, come through the vine and its root system. Jesus walked according to the words that the Father communicated to Him.  Jesus was “one with His Father.”

In John 17:4, we read that Jesus glorified the Father on earth.  When we talk about the glory of God we are talking about everything that is equal to God and His nature.  When we say that God was glorified it means that the one who glorified God received a revelation of the glory of God and the nature of God was manifested through the one who received the revelation.  Jesus had that revelation of who He was in His father.  He walked in that position of rest in His Father. 


John 14:7  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 

Jesus was a perfect manifestation of His father.  The nature of the father was perfectly displayed in Jesus.  Jesus only did and spoke what the Father told Him to.  

John 14:10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

Jesus rested in the vine.  The father did the work.  Jesus was our example of everything.  He said, “”If you have seen the father you have seen me.”  That was bold.  Even his own disciples were told, “If you have seen me you have seen my father.”  We have to come to the understanding that this is the way that God wants us to see ourselves.

When a person sees us in our everyday walk as we do and say what the Father speaks, we manifest the Father.  When our dad says, “Go and lay your hands on this man,” that is what we do.  When others see us, they get a glimpse of the Father.

Jesus displayed the glory of God by allowing God to work through Him.  We are told to do the same.  God has created us to manifest His glory just as Jesus did.


John 17:18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 

This thought is continued in John 20.


John 20:21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 

John 20:22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

John 20:23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

We have that power to release people from that condemnation that comes from the sin that they are under by helping them to see that God has already forgiven them.   

The branch is a perfect representation of the vine. It represents us as we perfectly represent our heavenly father.  It is often difficult for us to see ourselves this way.  Our heavenly Father knows all of us and all of our shortcomings.  God knew us before the foundation of the world and he knows us now.  He wants us to see ourselves in that same light as He sees Jesus. 


1 John  4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

It is sometimes the enemy’s plight to throw up all of our shortcomings. “Remember what you did!”  He always throws up the past failures and situations.  He does this in an effort to get our minds off of what God has for us and how God sees us.   When our attention is diverted to our flaws and faults, it is impossible to see ourselves in the manner and position that God sees us in.  

Let’s look again in John 15:7-8.  There are some very interesting things that come to the surface as we do a simple word study. 


John 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

John 15:8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

The word ask used in this scripture, according to Strong’s Concordance, means to demand that which is due.  One translator puts it this way, demand your rights.  In other words, take your place as a son! The scripture says, “If you are abiding in the Father according to His words, you can take your place as his son and demand your rights.  When you assume this position, the scripture says “It shall be done unto you.”  That means “it will be gendered unto you or birthed in you.”

In verse 8 “herein” is defined in Vines Concordance as “in this position of rest.”  Reading the scripture with the definition, we say,  “In this position of rest (abiding in the vine) we glorify or manifest the father.”  In other words, we manifest the father by bearing fruit.  The branch is the expression of the vine.  

Going on to read the rest of the verse, it says, “So shall ye be my disciples.”  The word so means “in this cumulative force.”  Once again, it is bringing home the idea that we are positioned in Him and as we rest in that position or cumulative force (I am in Him and He is in me) we are disciples, or imitators.  We have the authority to represent the vine.  The branch is the expression of what is flowing from the vine.

In times past, we focused on the asking according to the traditional definition of the word.  It was a prayer of long nature.  But, as I look at the gospels, Jesus did not say much.  He said something like, “be healed.”  God wants us to come to that position in Him.  It is already done.  We just have to agree with what is done and allow it to flow through us.  The thing is, people are waiting for long prayers because they think long prayers bring answers.  The answer comes as we see ourselves in the position of rest with Him as a son.  We have the authority to speak it or call it forth.

Let me give you an example of what I mean.  In Machala Ecuador, we met a woman named Maria who had fallen (the equivalent of six stories high) as she was rock climbing.   The hand that was holding on to the climbing rope when she slid down, was withered from the tendon damage that occurred.  Her leg was shattered.  The doctors told her that she was facing multiple surgeries on both her leg and her hand.  They promised her that neither would ever function in a normal manner again. When we entered the room to pray for her, God spoke that if we would pray for her hand first, God would heal her hand and that would give her the faith to believe for the healing of her leg.  We positioned ourselves as sons that had been given authority to call forth that which the Father had spoken.  He did the work!  Her hand was instantly healed.  The rest of her healing came in the manner that God said it would without any surgeries.  

The miraculous power of God in the form of His Word flows through the vine and gives nourishment to the branch, which in turn becomes the “expression” of the vine that bears fruit.  The vine and the branch are “one.”  In John chapter ten the Pharisees picked up stones to stone Jesus when they heard him say that He and the father were one. 


John 10:30  I and my Father are one. 

John 10:31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

John 10:32  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? 

John 10:33  The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 

We have that same attitude.  We can’t possibly pictures ourselves as being one with Him.  Look at us.  We are only men.  We can’t say that we are one with God.


John 10:34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 

John 10:35  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 

God’s word is true and it will produce.  When the word is correct, the fruit is correct.  We are fully equipped through the word or the vine.  Our problem comes when we try to do things outside of “the vine.”  Our strength and source are in the “abiding.” It is blasphemy when we try to do things in and of our own efforts or according to our own righteousness.  But, it is not blasphemy when we are connected to the vine and the word is correct.  It is actually blasphemy (slander, calling God a liar) when you don’t see yourself connected to the vine working as “one” with Him.

 He provides our righteousness. Our righteousness apart from the vine is as filthy rags.  Our righteousness is the same as His truthfulness or that, which is consistent with His nature or promises,


Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 


Isaiah 64:8  But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 

In Romans 10:2-3 it talks about not being submitted to the righteousness of God.  We often forget, or are ignorant, of the position that we have in God.  God is flowing through us.  He is the source of our strength.  When we do not see this, we try to become established on our own strength.

Romans 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 

Romans 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

In Isaiah 17:10 we have a picture of this.

Isaiah 17:10  Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips: 

Picture an engrafting, like when they take two trees and make a slit and put a branch in from another tree.  A strange slip denotes trying to make something fit that is not compatible.   In the New Testament it talks about something being sown, and then the enemy coming and sowing tares.  That is like a tare being sown into the vine.  The slip is defined as being the vine or part of the branch.  It looks like a good thing when it is done.   But, it is not engrafted into the correct vine. 

Isaiah 17:11  In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow. 

Only the things engrafted into His vine or His righteousness will thrive.   If it is rooted in the wrong vine, it will not grow or produce in the correct manner.  It will not survive!

Matthew 15:13  But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 

We have tried to fit wrong things together with the truth.


Matthew 15:6  And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 


Matthew 15:9  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

It looks good, but it cannot produce good fruit because it is rooted in self righteousness. God’s word is what causes the earth to bud.  It alone is what accomplishes everything.


Isaiah 55:10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 

Isaiah 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

God has established His word for us.  God  had us positioned in Him before the foundations of the earth.  There  are a lot of people in this world, and a lot of people that have lived since its beginning.  The word did not say that this is just for Christians.  We are living what God established before the world began. What he wants us to do is to  come to an understanding of how he sees us.  How He looks at us.  God wants the best for us, even as we want the best for our children and grandchildren.   The love that we have can not even compare to the love that our heavenly father has for us. 

 God is showing me in His word that he had a destiny for me way back before the world was established.   That just blows my mind and makes me cry inside because he sees me the way that He created me to be.  God will do  anything that he can, and there is nothing he can’t do to help me achieve his best for me.  He wants me to see His best for me.  

God sings over us and He wants us to be in that position of rest that allows us to do all things. In Him, not apart form Him.  That is where the enemy comes in.  Especially men-I am a self made man.  In Psalms 100:3  it says  “It is He who has made us.  We are the sheep of His pasture.”  He gave us our talents and abilities to do what we are doing.  The enemy comes in and tries to bring us to a focus “apart” from the vine.  He wants to stead the Word that is your “life line.”

Mark 4:15  And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

Picture your “position in Him,” as you read Isaiah 55:8-11


Isaiah 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 

Isaiah 55:9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Isaiah 55:10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 

Isaiah 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

When you have some time, just sit down and meditate on verse 11.  He says His word will not return void, but it will accomplish what He sent it to do.  I can do all things through Christ.  I am the head and not the tail.  He is my provider.  He brings forth healing.  I have to look and remember what He has said in His word about me- about my rightful position in Him.  


