
The Vine and Its Branches

Everything He Made was Good
Genesis 1:31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

Isaiah 45:18  For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.

Isaiah 42:5  Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 

Everything that God made was good. He did not create anything in vain.  Everything He created had a purpose.  Man was the focus of all creation.  

Genesis 2:8  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.

Genesis 2:9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

If everything that God made was good, why did He put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden? He knew that man had a weakness and He knew that man would eat of it.  He knew what the outcome of it would be.  

God says, “If you have a question, don’t be afraid to ask me.”  Fear and unbelief are generated when we have questions that are not answered because we are afraid to take them to God. We begin to imagine answers that lead us away from God rather than to Him.  He wants us to know about things that concern us.  He has an answer!

Isaiah 45:9-11  Woe (in  a sense of crying out after) unto him that striveth (has a controversy)  with his Maker! 

Isaiah 45:10  Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth? 

Isaiah 45:11  Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 

God is not a man that He should lie.  If He said that everything He created was good, then He must have created things the way He did for a good reason.  

Numbers 23:19  God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? 

Numbers 23:20  Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it. 

Why was man subjected to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?

Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

Romans 8:17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

Romans 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

Romans 8:19  For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

Romans 8:20  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 

Romans 8:21  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 



Strong’s Concordance

Vanity unprofitable or useless speculation

We are children of God destined to be heirs.  We were created to “bring forth after His kind.”  We are His expression on earth.  If we are in bondage to the things of the earth that don’t reflect His nature and way, then we can’t bring forth after His kind.  He subjected us to vanity for a reason.  He wants to deliver us from its bondage. 

When Satan tempted Eve, he used partial truths.  He told her that if they ate of it, they would be like gods to know good and evil.


Genesis 3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

God knows “Good and Evil.”  When Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden tree, their eyes were opened to know “good and evil.”

It was based on a truth that was perverted. Acts 13:10

Genesis 3:22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil.

There was a difference between God “knowing good and evil” and man “knowing good and evil.”  

James 1:13  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

Evil worthless, harmful, destitute of holiness or good principles.

Tempted wrestle with, struggle with, struggle in opposition with

That which is evil is anything that is not reflect the truth of God’s Word.  God knows good and evil.  He is not tempted with it, and he does not tempt us with it. He never wavers.  He is governed by the “divine law” of His Word. 


James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

James 1:18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

God created man to bring forth seed after His kind.  Man is the “branch” that manifests the glory of the vine.  God created man according to His Word and he became the “firstfruits” of the Word. James 1:8  The branch that spreads seed according to His kind responds to the Word.   Through the “weakness of his flesh,” man is easily tempted with evil in the same manner that Adam and Eve were. The Word that God established as “divine law,” is challenged.  Man is tempted with evil, and he in turn tempt others with evil.

1Cor 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 

Man is double minded.  He is caught in a battle between the flesh and the Spirit, between that which is good and that which is evil.  The Word of God is challenged and he wavers. 

      James 1:8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways 

James 1:14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.   James 1:15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Different thoughts

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

Genesis 1:2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.



Definitions taken from Strong’s Concordance:

Without form   empty,  worthless,  confusion,  nothing,  waste, wilderness.

Void   empty
Darkness  that which is without light; figuratively , destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness: 
“The earth was without form and void.” (Genesis 1:2) It was an empty waste land until God moved on it and begin to fill it with His Word.  And God said, “Let there be ………”

According to Isaiah 55:10, it is the word to causes the earth “to bud.”. Without the Word, everything is dark and worthless. Apart from God, there is no life.  God did not create anything to function without His care.  Man was created of the dust of the earth and he was “lifeless” until God breathed His breath and life into him. 

 Genesis 2:7

Just like the earth that was without form, void, and full of darkness until God moved on it, man is full of darkness, evil, and emptiness without God’s breath.  Man was not designed to be self sufficient.  The flesh cannot be separated from the Spirit and still walk in light. God wants us to know that our life comes only from Him.  His way according to His Word is the only thing that can bring forth life.

Isaiah 45:5  I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: 

Isaiah 45:6  That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. 

Psalms 127:1   Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 

Matthew 15:13  Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 

God created the earth in darkness.  It was without form and void until He filled it with His Word.  Without the Word to fill it, the earth is dark and evil.

Isaiah 45:7  I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things. 

Isaiah 45:8  Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it. 

We were created to walk in righteousness.  God is the author of it.  We can not find it within ourselves.  It comes from Him.  It is the enemies tactic to separate “that which was formed” from the Word that filled it with life.  He tempts us with a perverted word that cannot bring life.  He causes us to focus on the flesh that can only bring forth death rather than on the Spirit that gives life.

Romans 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 

Romans 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God

When a man is focused on himself, trying to establish his own righteousness, he is in a position that will not allow him to prosper.

Romans 3:10, Romans 7:18-23 It leads him into bondage and causes him to lead others into bondage.

Jeremiah 23:1  Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. 

Jeremiah 23:2  Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.

As sons, we have been called to fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.  We have been called to manifest the truth that sets men free.

Jeremiah 23:4  And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD. 

John 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

God wants us to come to a place that when we are faced with temptation, we do not yield to its pressure. He wants us to become skillful in righteousness.  

Hebrews 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 

Hebrews 5:13  For every one that useth milk is unskillful (inexperienced, ignorant)  in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 

Hebrews 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Discern (dictionary) To see or understand the difference; to make distinction; as, to discern between good and evil, truth and falsehood.

God is not tempted with evil.  He does not tempt us with evil.  He watches over His word.  

Isaiah 14:24-27  The LORD of hosts hath sworn (seven oneself), saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand: 

Isaiah 14:25  That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders. 

Isaiah 14:26  This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. 

Isaiah 14:27  For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back? …. Isa 14:29   because the rod (branch off) of him that smote thee is broken:
We are branches that bear the seed of the Word.  God does not want us to be subject to false seed and he does not want us to plant it.  He wants to release us from the hold that it has.

God has sevened himself.  He rests in the Word that he spoke in six days.  His Word is incorruptible.  It will not fail to do that which it was sent to do.

God wants us to seven ourselves in the same manner.  His Word is the authority upon which everything is measured.  When the Word is challenged, he does not want us to waver from its truth.

Romans 3:4 Let God’s word be true, and every man a liar. 

When we become “skillful in His righteousness” no weapon that is formed against us can prosper because it is governed by the Word which cannot fail. . Isaiah 54:14-17

Abraham was our example.

Hebrews 11:17  By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 

Hebrews 11:18  Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 

Hebrews 11:19  Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. 

James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 


