
The Vine and Its Branches
Fruits of the Flesh or Fruits of the Spirit
The vine is the life source for the branch.  The branch can only express what comes forth from the vine.  The fruit that comes forth from the branch brings to light what has been fed to it by the vine.  Our life source is the Word of God.  The Word always produces good fruit.  If the fruit is not good, it is because there is something wrong with the source or the word that is feeding it. 

Matthew 7:17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 

Matthew 7:18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

Matthew 7:19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

Matthew 7:20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

It is impossible for a good tree to bring forth bad fruit.  Bad fruit is a reflection of the vine or belief system that the branch is tied to.  Strong’s Concordance defines the word “corrupt,” as something that has become deviated from its original virtue.

Isaiah 17:10  Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips: 

Isaiah 17:11  In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow. 

The “strange slip,” represents a foreign vine that has tried to attach itself to something that it does not belong to.  

With that in mind, let’s go back to Genesis.

Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil represents a double minded belief system that is made up of a mixture of two things.  It represents the conflict between the flesh and the Spirit.   The flesh and the Spirit are incompatible forces.  

1Cor 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

1Cor 2:13  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

1Cor 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Man deals only in the “sense knowledge” realm.  God deals in the “Spirit” realm.  The Spirit realm is only accessed through the Word.

John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

Until the time that Adam and Eve ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they were only aware of their spiritual nature.  They were Spirit minded.  When they ate of the tree, their eyes were opened to the flesh side of their nature. They became double minded and unstable.  God said that He would put opposition between the two natures. Genesis 3:15 

Romans 8:5  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

Romans 8:6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

Romans 8:7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

The carnal mind is antagonistic toward God.  The carnal mind and the Spiritual mind cannot function side by side.  Man cannot access God with his carnal nature.  Adam and Eve became separated from God when they became aware of their flesh because they could not access God through their flesh.  

At some point in time after the Era of Adam and Eve, the concept of opposition between God and man was lost.  God established the law to re-define the battle between the flesh and the Spirit.  The law represented an “impossibility” to man.  It also brought “death” or a sense of “separation from God” to man.  It is impossible for man through his own flesh to walk with God.

Romans 7:11  For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 

Romans 7:12  Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

Romans 7:13  Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 

Romans 7:14  For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 

Jesus said that man can’t walk with God according to “sense” knowledge; he must walk according to “Word” knowledge.

John 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

John 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

John 3:6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Jesus came to destroy the enmity or opposition between the two.  He, through “His flesh” did what man could not do in his flesh. He removed the flesh barrier that stood between God and man.

Ephesians 2:15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

Ephesians 2:16  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Romans 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 

Romans 8:3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

Romans 8:4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Rom 8:5  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

Rom 8:10  And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness

John 1:11-13 The Word became flesh.  As many as received Him to them gave He power to “Become sons of God.”

 Eternal life is based on the integrity of the Word that will not fail.


1Peter 1:23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

1Peter 1:24  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 

1Peter 1:25  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever…


