
The Husbandman

Joh 15:1  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

A husbandman is an agriculture specialist!  His objective is fruit!

Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 

According to Strong’s Concordance, the phrase “taketh away,” and the word “purgeth,” have their roots in the word “expiate,” which simply means to “make atonement for.” God’s whole purpose in sending Jesus to make atonement for us, was to supply everything that we as the branches needed in order to be healthy and to bear fruit.  

We have traditionally read this verse and come to the conclusion that our branches would have to be pruned and cut back through a painful process.  We saw it as something God would have to do to us because we weren’t bearing fruit that met His standards.  It is not referring to what He has to do to us, it is referring to what He has done for us.  Jesus is the pruning instrument!   

God has provided everything that the plant will need in order for it to be healthy and productive.  He did it through Jesus.  If the branch is not bearing fruit, or premium quality fruit, Jesus is the remedy. He is the fertilizer that will boost the yield of the branch.


2Pe 1:3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 

2Pe 1:8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2Pe 1:9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

The Word of God is the life giving sap that flows through the veins of the vine. Without the Word, there is no life.  Without the Word, there is no good fruit.  

Joh 15:3  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 

Joh 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

In Genesis 1, God said that he created everything to bring forth after its kind.  God created man to bring forth after His kind. God reproduces himself through man.   Man was created to take dominion over the earth and “fill it with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.”  He does this by spreading the seed of the Word.  God’s Word causes the “earth to bud.” Isaiah 55:10

 Satan wants to steal that life giving Word and substitute it with a word of his own.  He does not want man to bring forth after God’s kind.  He wants man to bring forth after his kind.  

Isa 14:13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 

Isa 14:14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

His seed is false seed that opposes God’s Word.  Acts 13:10 His perverted word cannot prosper.  It brings forth death and makes the earth become as a wilderness and creates captives. 

Isa 14:17  That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners? 

God’s Word, on the other hand, sets the captives free and causes “streams”  to flow in the desert.  It brings forth eternal life

.

God’s is a faithful husbandman.  The care of the branch or his children is His priority.  He will not fail. His Word is sure. 

Isaiah 45:23-25, Isaiah 14:24-27

Isa 14:24  The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand: 

Isa 14:25  That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders. 

Isa 14:26  This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. 

Isa 14:27  For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

“Sworn”, according to Strong’s Concordance means to “seven oneself.”  God spoke everything into existence by His Word in six days.  On the seventh day He rested because nothing else needed to be done.  His Word is the “law of the universe.” He stands by it and nothing can nullify it.  It is incorruptible! No weapon that is formed against it will prosper.

Isa 54:17  No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

Jesus is the “true vine.”  The vine that bears false words will not prosper.  The Word will over ride it     

Mat 7:19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

The Word reveals truth and error.  The truth breaks the strongholds created by lies that have weakened the branch.

Jer 23:29  Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock (stronghold)  in pieces? 

Heb 12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

Heb 12:29  For our God is a consuming fire. 

When a stronghold or false word is challenged by the authority of the Word, it has no standing substance.  It will fail.  It has nothing to sustain it.

1 Peter 1:23-25  The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever 

Isa 40:5    The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.

The Spirit of the Lord disperses or blows away the things that have no eternal value. Only the Word is incorruptible.  

Isa 54:14-16  In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee. 

Isa 54:15  Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake. 

Isa 54:16  Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy.

The Word is the authority that everything is measured by.  Everything that is not based on the truth will fall.  

Mat 15:13  But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 

I want to give you an illustration of what I am talking about.  I recently played a game of scrabble online.  One of the players placed a word on the board.  The computer displayed a box on the screen that said, “This word has been challenged by the dictionary data base.”  At that point, the word in challenge disappeared in a puff on the screen.  When the false word was challenged, and measured by the authority of the truth, its error was exposed. It had no substance. During the last play of the game, I played a letter that did not appear to create a word; however, when challenged and measured by the authority of the dictionary, it had substance based on truth!  The screen lit up with fireworks and I was declared the winner based on the final play. 

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

God cannot lie.  He does what He says He will do.  

Num 23:19  God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? 


Jer 1:12  Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. 

We have a faithful husbandman!

Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 


